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II.   Samavartana,  when a student   returns
home   after   completing   his   'studies
under a guru.
12*   Vivaha, marriage.
These are not all fully observed and, while num-
bers 7 and 12 are the only rites to which Sudras axe
admitted by the codes, several of the others are
practised by them.
The Cuda-karman leaves the young child with
that remarkable little lock of hair (sikha in Sanskrit,
choti in Hindi, or kudumi in Tamil) on the crown
of the head, which is the distinguishing feature of
most Hindus.
The top of the head is regarded as sacred and
as the residence of the deity in the human body and
the central point is sometimes known as the " top
eye/* That spot has also been thought to be the
fountain or source 6f the generating power of man,
and the tuft of hair is left so that it may remain
covered and safe from defilement. Certain
Sanny&sis, however, keep their heads entirely bald,
for they declare that they are in union with God and
therefore the spot requires no protection; they
also discard the sacred thread for the same reason.
When, a Hindu child is born the father will some-
times sprinkle water with his own tuft into the mouth
of the infant before looking at or handling it.
The shaving or tonsure of the child's head is an
important religious ceremony. An astrologer is
consulted to fix an auspicious day. During: its
performance cocoanuts and bananas are offered